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proximity of the two foes. Walsingham, the English Minister,
afterwards told her that it would have been easy to seize the
persons who were plotting on the Protestant side, and so
have avoided the explosion; but his argument took no ac-
count of the fact that any force with which she could have
done so must have been a Roman Catholic one, and that
would at once have brought about the same catastrophe. As
far as can be judged in the absence of any record that can be
trusted, Catherine, for once in her life, was thoroughly fright-
ened (as well she might be), and seeing that a conflict was
going to take place which she had no longer any power to
prevent, sought only to keep herself and her children and her
daughter's husband from being destroyed in it. While the
massacre was spreading through the city, she sent her com-
mands to the Roman Catholics to desist, but no one paid any
attention to her, and for the time being Paris was as much
beyond any control as a city in which a sack was taking place.
The tiuth is that France had become by this time so
maddened by these furious religious wars that such a mas-
sacre was likely at any time in any city; and as a matter of
fact, as soon as the news of what had occurred in Paris
spread, similar massacres did take place in one or two other
tpwns It is also evident that Queen Elizabeth of England did
not attach much credit to the reports of Catherine's responsi-
bility in the matter, for though she thought it politics to
express her reprobation of the massacre, she did not break
off the negotiations for her own marriage with Catherine's
son.

The above massacre ruined all Catherine's plans. During
the visit which she and her son had paid to Coligny when he
was wounded, Charles IX had said, looking angrily at the
Duke of Guise: "It is I who am attacked"; whereupon
Catherine had added: "It is all France." And she was right;
the flames of war were relighted, destined to cause still greater
desolation and misery to France than even that which the